The subject of this paper is one of purely speculative and historical interest, and not one of practical obstetrics or of practical politics, though both these subjects enter into it. And yet I venture to think that its consideration will prove of some little use, both as tending to illustrate some points in pathology, and as throwing some fresh light on a knotty question in history, and thereby aiding in the settlement of a question which has caused the widest divergence of opinion between various historians.
The subject of this paper is one of purely speculative and historical interest, and not one of practical obstetrics or of practical politics, though both these subjects enter into it. And yet I venture to think that its consideration will prove of some little use, both as tending to illustrate some points in pathology, and as throwing some fresh light on a knotty question in history, and thereby aiding in the settlement of a question which has caused the widest divergence of opinion between various historians. Froude thus describes her appearance at the age of 36. "Her face was broad, but drawn and sallow; the forehead large, though projecting too much at the top, and indicating rather passion and determination than intellectual strength. Her eyes were dauntless, bright, steady, and apparently piercing; but she was shortsighted, and insight into either character or thing was not among her capabilities. She was short and ill-figured; above the waist she was spare, from continued ill-health; below, it is enough to saythat she had inherited her father's dropsical tendencies, which were beginning to show themselves."1 This description is, to say the least, not incompatible with inherited syphilis, especially when viewed in the light of her mother's obstetric history, and it may fairly be asked whether the short-sightedness was not really the outcome of interstitial keratitis. Edward's pitiable history is well known.
He was delicate complexioned, he was unnaturally precocious, had a projecting forehead (somewhat like his halfsister Mary in this respect), was narrow-chested, and generally constitutionally delicate. He suffered from frequent cough, and occasionally from hsemoptysis. Before his death he suffered severely from skin eruptions, from falling of the hair, and from some affection of the nails. Here, however, it is to be observed that some old woman treated him immediately before his death, and it is possible that in her ignorance of drugs she administered poisonous doses of some mineral, perhaps arsenic, but this is mere surmise. The President said the paper was not one that could be discussed historically. It showed that Henry VIII. had syphilis; and from the obstetric history of the two queens it was probable that they had syphilis communicated to them.
